MHAction Economy Training

Role Play

November 6, 2014

· Facilitator Set Up:

The residents of Sunnyville Manufactured Home Community have just gotten a letter that their community has been purchased by Livewell Corporation.  Rent will go from $400 to $800 in 30 days.  

· Facilitator introduce 2 residents of Sunnyville Community.  They want to figure out what to do - They already approached the management company to say that the new rates are impossible for most members, and said that the rent CANNOT be raised that much.  It’s not fair.  They also mentioned many property needs that are not being met.    Response was no, there’s nothing we can do.  

· Two Residents:

Discuss what else can be done – decide to go to City Council member to pass legislation to cap rents

· Facilitator introduce 2 City Council Members
· City Council Members

Talking about budget deficit in town – challenge of not having enough money for schools, health care and basic services for the town.  Need to attract industry to get more money into the town.

· Residents:  Go to City Council member, explain situation, ask for legislation to cap rents.

· Facilitator:  Ask group – what do you think City Council members will say?  

· Get responses, let City Council people answer (non committal, unhelpful response)

· Facilitator:  ask residents, what are you going to do?

· Facilitators introduce Cam Dell, CEO of Livewell Corporation.  

· Cam Dell:

· Contacts City Council person – “I hear there’s been some noise about legislation.  Just want you to know we really enjoy the business climate in Sunnyville – enjoy being able to bring our business and resources to the community.  We’d love to do more business here, bring more jobs. Would be unfortunate to have anything get in the way.   I understand your re-election campaign is coming up…I’d love to support your campaign..

· Facilitator ask audience: What do you think the City Council does?  What should the residents do?
Let scenario play out for a few minutes.  Then stop and ask questions of the group
